




CORRESPONDENCE 
GRAVESTONES AND HADI O CABINETS 

Edi tor, T111:: Jout{NAJ,, R.A.I.C. 

I have considered wt·iting a letter to the Pt·ess on a subject 
which has long been on m y mind. Tt is the matte•· of grave
stones and radio cabinets. At fi rst sight they would seem 
to be an odd pair but they have a common vulgarity which l 
think it is yo\ll' duty to expose. No other papers would 
publish my thoughts on this subject because o f their adver
tising. TilE j OURNAl. is happily aloof from such sordid 
considerations and T e;:u-nestly hope that you will give me a 
little :;pace. A year ago T should h<tve included in my list 
pianos and house clocks, but I have noticed in thnt periocl an 
utmost imperceptible desire on the part of their designers to 
give us something beautiful. \Ve shall wait one more year 
before passing judgment. 

But I do not know anything in the world more vulg;u·, mo•·e 
insulting to the t11ste of even the so-call ed ' • average" man th;m 
ntdios a nd gravestone:;. I w<tndered about t.he othct' clay in 
the radio department of a large departmental store and gazed 
on the assembled "ultimate achievements" o( some half 
dozen companies. The salesm1111 agreed wit h me Hwt the tone 
and gadgets of his" machines" were much about the same so 
1 had to decide only on a Cit l>inel. With the usual exasperati.ig 
ignorance of a salesman, he s howed me a gaudy c<tbinet which 
migh t have fitted the ki nd of pseudo-Moorish m11nsions 
which American millionaires were reputed to hnve built in 
OJ' about the year .1 900. I pointed out apologeticall y that l 
liked plain things. He stopped half way to the ' 'plain thing" 
to prepnre me for the shock of its chaste simpli city. It seems 
that company" x" had had some of the best designe•·s on the 
continent wo•·king on this C<tbinet for a year. \Ve arrived, 
a nd for some minutes f wa-s silent. I couldn't bear to look at 
the salesm<t n though 1 knew instinctively that he was mortified 
by my I<Jck of' enthusiasm. I once took an Engli sh fL"ie nd to sec 
Niagara Falls and he looked just as I did to the poor S<tlesman. 
But this radio was no �N�i�n�g�<�H�"�t�~�,� it was a m uddy whi,·lpool of 
ideas. I ts veneers were badly matched 11nd of different woods, 
and its mouldings were dreadful, though I admit there weren't 

many of them. It fell foul ol' the most elemental",\" ru1es or 
�d�e�~�i�g�n�.� 

Would it dn any good, Sit·, if we asked ourselves or the 
radio m<tnuf:,cturers (pedwps they <H"e org<tnized and ha\·e a n 
institu te, a p resident ;md nil that like ourselves) how long\\"" 
must suffer theit· insults? I have a nlll" mal house ;t nd I am not 
too exacting in my tastes-1 buy electri c clocks :-.nd r·ead;y 
made modem furni ttu·e. but there is not a radio cabinet in the 
city of Toi'Onto th;tt I would put in <Hl attic bedroom. .I am 
awfull y inte•'esled to know who these �f�<�t�~�1�1�o�u�s� designers are. 
1 could name half a dozen architects in this city who could 
design a cheape•· and more saleable case in 12 holii'S instead of 
12 months. I purposely did not Sily a uette•· case because l 
know of no architect in Cannda who could des ig n a worse one. 

It has been s:•id thnt the best thing that could happen to 
this sad world would be anoi he•· !lood. We should all disappear 
except possibly the Toronto Rowanians with their wives ot· 
stenogr·aphers. T hey would come in handy to sta.-t of"f in a 
fresh wo.-ld been use, I unde•·stand, there is one each of them, 
a plumber, an architect, a tailo•·, a n obstetrician, etc. \Vhat a 
help it would have been to Noah to have disemba.-l<ed and 
called such a Bt·ain Trust togelhet·. J\•h. John Lyle must 
often think wistfully of Noah going down the �g�<�~ �n �g� phrnk with 
two skunks, two gophers, two Canada geese, two fish hooks, 
two ea•·s nf wheat, two of each kind, one male a nd one female. 
A dream of bliss forM .·. Lyle who prefers skunks to Rowanians, 
Anthcmions, Cminthians oe anything else. 

l must apologize, Sir, for· this digression. l vias about to 
say that you have not space in this issue for my ,-iews on 
gravestones. T would like to close these comments, howevet•, 
with a glorinus ide<! which occurred to me as a suital>le 
prelude to t he Flood. �C�:�~�n� you im;tgine the tombstone makers 
of this country pooling their ideas and tesources in the erection 
of' a granite monument ove•· the grave of the best r<tdios of the 
biggest concerns on the continent. T am conHdcnt that il 
�w�o�~ �t�!�d� be a worthy one. 

(St:,;ned) ERIC A llTI IUfL 

NOTES 
\Vm. Bow, M. I\.A . I.C., of Vuncouver, was elected president of 

the Architectural Insti tute of Brit ish Columbia iiC the annuli ! 
meeting of that association held in Vancouver on Dccembel' 
6th, 1933. 

* * * * 
/\1r. Raoul Lacroix, •'1-R.A.I.C., of lVIontreal, deli vered an 

interesting radio address on December 5th on the subject of 
"Housing for the \Yorkers." Mr. Lacroix's address was given 
under the auspices of the City Improvement League of 
l"lontreal. 

* * * * 
T he board of control of the city of Toronto has, at the 

suggestion of the Toronto Chapter of the Ontario Association 
of At·chitects, authorized the building commissioner to 
appoint an advisory hoard of architects and engineers to 
co-operate with h is department whenever revisions to the 
b u.ilding by-laws are found necessary, or when special problems 
arise out of new types of construction. 

* * * 
E. Vincent Harri s, o .u.e., I".!LL . U. A., prominent archi tect of 

London, �E�n�g�l�~�t�n�d�.� has been selected to design the new build 
ings at Whitehall. lt \\"i ll be recall ed that some months ago 
the Royal Insti tute of British Architects was requested to 
name len architects not over fifty-five years of age, f,·om whom 
the B··it ish Government would select one to design the ten 
milli on dolla•• �;�~�c�h�n�i�n�i�s�t�r�a�t�i�o �n� building. 

The annual meetings of the follo\\" ing provincial associations 
will be held as foll ows : Manitoba, Janua ry 15th, 1934; New 
Brunswick, J<•nu<li'Y 15th , 1934; Alberbt, January 26th, 1934; 
Quebec, Januat'Y 27th, 1934; Ontario, .Februa..y 17th, 1934. 

* * * * 
.t\llembers of the Province of Quebec Association of Archi-

tects have been invited to exhibit at the spring exhibit ion of 
the Art Association of Mont real to be held in March. 

* * * $ 

At the recent dedicntion of the Basili ca of C!Hist The }(in g, 
the new centre of Roman Catholi c f,,it.h in the D iocese of 
Hamilt on, an honou1· was confc•·•·ed upon Wi lliam R. Souter, 
M.R.A.l .C., of the firm of Hutt:on a nd Soutet·, architect-s of the 
Cathedral, who received the "Bene Mercnti'' !11etlal from the 
Apostoli c Delegate to �C�a�n�;�~�d�;�t�.� 

* * * * 
Arrangements have recently been completed between Cana-

dian Nickel P roducts Limited, marketing subsid i<t ry of the 
International Nickel Comp<tny o r Canada, Limited, and 
General Steel Wares Limited. whereby the latter Company 
will htke over the manufacture and sale of Monel Metal Hot 
\Vater T;·tnh in Canada. Monel Metal Hot Water Tanks 
have been on the mnrket in the Uni ted States fo r severa l 
months and arrangements have now been made whe•-eby the 
new tanks wi ll be sold by plu mbing jobbers throughout the 
Dominion. 
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THE ROYAL ARC HI TECTURAL I NS TI TUTE OF CANADA 

TWENTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ANNUAL MEETING 

AT MONTREAL 

O N FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, THE 23RD AND 24 TH FEBR UARY, 1934 

The Business Sessio ns and a ll meetings o f the Fellows, the Execu tive Committee and 
the Council w ill be held in the rooms of The Province o f O uebec Associ<:J tion of 

A rchitects, No. 627 West Dorchester Street, Montreal. 

Programme 

FRIDAY, THE 23RD FEB RUA RY, 193 4 

5.30 P.M.- Meeting o f the Fe llows. 
8 .00 P.M.- Meeting o f the re ti ring Executive Committee of Co uncil. 

·9.00 P.M.-Meeting of the retiring Council. 

SATU RDAY, THE 24 TH FEBR UARY, 193 4 

9.00 A.M.-Registr<:l tion of Members. 
9 .30 A.M.- Inaugural session of the Twenty-Seventh 

General Meeting of The Royal Architectura l 
Institute of Canada. 

(f) Report of the Hono rary Treasurer, includ ing 
the Auditor's Report, Mr. W. S. Maxwell (F), 
Hono rary Treasu rer. 

(a) Reading of the minutes of the Twenty-Sixth 
Gener<:J I Meeting of The Roya l A rchitectura l 
Institute o f Canada, held a t Toronto, O nt., on 
the 17th <:Jnd 18th February, 1933. 

(b) Report of the Council. 
(c) Discussion on the Report of the Council. 
(d) Reports of St<:Jnding Committees: 

(1) Architectural T r<:Ji ning, 
Mr. W. S. Maxwell (F), Chairman; 

(2) Scholmhips, 
M r. E. R. Rolph (F), Chairman; 

(3) A rt, Science and Research, 
Mr. B. Evan Parry (F), C hairman; 

( 4) Professio nal Usages, 
M r. Gordon M . West (F), Chairman; 

(5) Public Re lations, 
M r. J ames H . C raig, C hairman; 

(6) Editorial Boord, " The Journ<:J I- R.A. I.C. ", 
M r. A. S. Mathers, Chairman; 

(7) Joint Committee of R.A.I.C. and C.C.A., 
Mr. W. L. Somerville (F), Chairman; 

· (8) Exhibitions and Awards, 
M r. W. S. Maxwell (F), Chairman. 

(e) National Construction Council 

(g) Report of the Election of the Delegates from 
the Component Societies to the (1934) Council 
of The Roya l A rchitectu ra l Institute of Canada. 
M r. Alcide Chausse (F), Honorary Secretary. 

12.50 P.M . ....:...Gro up Photograph to be taken. 
1 .00 P.M.-Luncheon. 
2 .30 P.M.-Business Session . 

(h) Unfinished business from previous session. 
( i) New business. 

4.00 P.M.-Meeting o f the (1934) Council. 
(1) Election of Officers. 
(2) Appointment of the Executive Committee o f 

the Council. 
(3) Budget for 1934. 
(4) A ppointment o f an Auditor. 
(5) Appointment of Stand ing Committees. 
(6) Delega tion of powers to the Executive 

Committee. 
(7) Authorization fo r the Honorary Tre<:Jsure r to 

pay certa in expenses. 
(8) Place o f Next Annual Meeting. 
(9) O ther Business. 

5 .00 P.M.-Meeting of the (1934) Execu tive 
Committee of the Counci l. 

7.30 P.M.- Annual Dinner (Informal). 
Presentations of Diplomas to Fe llows. 

COMM ITTE E OF ARRANGEME NTS 
Messrs. H. L. Fetherstonhaugh, C hairman; Gordon M . West (F), E. I. Barott (F), Ernest Cormier (F) 

W . S. Maxwell (F), lrenee Vautrin, Ludger Venne and A lcide Chausse (F). 

This pro gramme is subjec t to change. A nnouncement of changes w ill be made at the business s.essions. 

627 West, Dorchester Street, 
Montreal, 4th J anuary, 1934. 

GORDON M . W EST, Presid ent. 
A LC IDE C H AUSSE, Honorary Secretary. 

Januat:IJ, 19J4 



CONTRACTORS 
------------- ------------------------------1. 

I 

WALTER G. HUNT CO. SULLIVAN & FRIED 
LIMITED LIMITED 

Engineers and General C~tnlractors General Contractors 

1405 BISHOP STREET MONTREAL 81 VICTORIA STREET TORONTO 

------ - ---------------~---------------- ---- -

BIRD, WOODALL & SIMPSON 
LIMITED 

Contractors and E11gineers 

REGINA MOOSE JAW 

1 
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CARTER-HALLS-ALDINGER 
COMPANY, LIMITED 

Engineers and Bttilders 

MONTREAL WINDSOR 

VANCOUVER WINNIPEG REGINA 

-'----- - ·- - -------- .----- J. --------------------_ I_ 

HOPE'S METAL WINDOWS 
NOW MADE IN CANADA 

A Hope Metal Window installation that is carried out in accordance with 

Hope's recommendations, is a guarantee that you are only paying for 

essential value and service. There are many imitations of Hope Windows, 

usually offered at lower prices, but the slight difference in cost enables 

Hope. to render to you a design and construction service that is without 

rival, and is an assurance that your installation has been handled throughout 

by trained specialists. With Hope's Metal Windows, the owner, the 

Architect and the Contractor are assured of a trouble-free installation. 

HOPE'S STANDARD- QUALITY WITHOUT EXTRAVAGANCE 

HENRY HOPE & SONS OF CANADA LTD. 
4107 RICHELIEU ST. 28 ATLANTIC AVE. 

MONTREAL TORONTO 
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Now you will want to specify this 
rust-proof tank 

tfi~71ew 
~@~~~ ~~11&l1 
HOT WATER TANK 
YOUR clients rely on you as an architect to specify 

lasting materials for the homes you plan for them. 
But until now most architects have been forced to 
specify hot water tanks which at best could last only 
a few years. 

But now you are able to specify a tank which is 
good for a life-time-the new Monel Metal Hot 
Water Tank. 

Not only is this tank permanent- it also gives 
the home-owner infinitely greater satisfaction. It 
does away with the nuisance of rust-reddened 
hot water in kitchen, bathroom and laundry. It 
eliminates the possibility of damage to ceilings, floors, 
wallpaper, curtains and rugs, which frequently happens 
when rust-eaten tanks give way. 

Specify Monel M etal Tanks alway s
for long life and permarzmt satisfaction. 

Mom! Metal is a registertd !trade-mark Oto~rcd by 
lt~ttmatio..al Nickel and is applied to a" alk>y 
t<>nlai11ing approx.imately two-thirds N ickel and 
one-third Copper. S ince it is the product of 
Canadia11 m ines, tht greater ttSt of this metal 
1nta>IS a gre<J.tC measure of prosperity for Ca11ada. 

CANADIAN NICKEL PRODUCTS 
LIMITED 

25 KING STREET W EST, TORONTO 

A Subsidiary of THE INTERNATIONAL NICKEL COMPANY OF CANADA LIMITED 
) 



Johnson thermostats hove a background of nearly half a century's 

experience in design, manufacture and application. Like the rest 

of the devices which enter into complete Johnson Systems of Auto-

motic Temperature Control, these instruments ore built for precise 

service + + + Care is the watchword in the production of Johnson 

apparatus. For · example, Johnson room thermostats are equipped 

with jewel bearings to insure uniform operation over a long period 

of time + + + Whatever the control problem - heating, ventilating, 

air conditioning - a Johnson System . is available to maintain the 

desired conditions. JOHNSON TEMPERATURE REGULATING 

COMPANY, LIMITED, Toronto, Montredl, Cdlgdry, Winnipeg dnd 

Vdncouver. 


