


































PROVINCIAL PAGE 
ALBERTA 

l have at hand a letter from Professor C. S. Burgess inform­
ing me that due to sickness he is unable to make his usual 
report to the Journal regarding building conditions in 
Alberta. He has asked me to pinch-hit for him, but as I do 
not know your edirorial rules and regulations, I am submit­
ting the following more in the form of a letter trusting it 
will be satisfactOry. 

In general the building industry has held up very well in 
Alberta since the outbreak of war. While this has been due 
to a large extent to the tremendous amount of work being 
done in preparation for the air training scheme, private 
enterprise has not closed down on its building programme 
co the extent that was firSt feared. At the present time in 
fact it is very difficult to secure skilled tradesmen in any line 
of work throughout practically the whole Province. 

The air training centre at Edmonton is practically com­
plete, and by the time this appears in print will no doubt 
have been handed over to the training authorities. Similar 
centres at Macleod, Calgary, and Lethbridge are reported 
nearing completion. Most of the private work now under 
progress has been reported previously in these pages, but it 
is of interest to note that the School Board of the City of 
Calgary are building two gymnasium-auditoriums as addi­
tions to their present school accommodations. One of these 
buildings is of reinforced concrete construction throughout, 
while the other is to be a frame building stuccoed. 

- D. A. Freeze. 

MANITOBA 
This is a virile and competitive cotmtry that we are living 

in and it is about time that we as architects began to realize 
that fact. Again and again we look about us and see what 
we complacently consider as our proper sphere of activity 
encroached upon to the point where we either have to fight 
back or see ourselves taking an inferior position in the field 
of constmction. 

Of all professions, it seems to me that the architectural 
gets kicked around the most. And we seem tO like it. Else 
why would we sit by and allow more than half the volume 
of building in Canada to be done by people other than archi­
tects. If we do not like it, is it possible that deep within us 
we feel that we are not indispensable to our social l ife, that 
these encroachments are inevitable, that in a vast percentage 
of work architects are an unnecessary expense? Or is it 
simply that we are still clinging to the fond illusion that our 
present troubles are the aftermath of the depression and will 
automatically right themselves at the proper time by some 
miracle? 

It seems to me that a good many of us are closing our eyes 
to the true state of affairs because we are afraid to face the 
facts and unwilling to make the necessary mental and physi­
cal effort to assert ourselves in a society which approves 
tangible results and does not concern itself overmuch with 
the mental and theoretical restrictions which becloud the 
already rocky path of the architect who is inhibited by his 
attempts to conform to a rule of conduct evolved during more 
leisurely days under living conditions and business conditions 
which ate no longer tme for our times. 

Everything about us is changing. Every week new build­
ing materials distract us, new methods of construction insist 
on making themselves felt, newer and better sales campaigns 
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force more and more salesmen to take up our time, building 
techniques change so rapidly that we are at times bewildered, 
but the architect placidly goes about his ever decreasing busi­
ness oblivious to the fact that nature is not static and has no 
room for those who think otherwise. In these times of 
change, when the tempo of living is ever speeding up, we 
must make a co-operative and wholeheartedly united effort 
co really look at ourselves and see ourselves as those see us 
who think that we are an expensive luxury, and meet that 
thought with a decisive answer, or else we may see, as we 
can already see, untrained interests usurping our place, not 
because they are more efficient, not because they are better 
trained, not because they are favored by good fortune, but 
simply because they have been forced co face up to everyday 
facts and vigorously map out a course of action and then 
vigorously prosecute that course of action. 

How long are we to be content to sit back supinely and 
complain about existing conditions with such utter futility? 
If conditions in Manitoba are typical of those in other parts 
of Canada (and I sincerely hope they are not) then we as a 
profession are slipping and slipping fast. We sit around and 
quibble, and while we quibble others do the work. We sit 
around and academically discuss whether or not we should 
"lower" our professional position to the extent of soliciting 
work, and while we discuss the question with great "dis­
interest" and a deep regard for ethics, others are soliciting the 
work and doing it. We sit around and wonder if it is proper 
tO advertise and while we wonder, others are advertising and 
doing the work. We complain about the inroads into our 
field of endeavour by those other than architects and while we 
complain, they are making inroads and are doing the work. 

Perhaps we should stop fooling ourselves and making 
excuses for ourselves and our profession. Perhaps we should 
face up co existing conditions and vigorously cope with 
them. If it should be necessary to change our attitude to cur­
rent problems let us remember that the growth of our archi­
tectural standards and traditions were never meant to develop 
to the year 1940 and then having reached perfection (?) stay 
put. 

Either we rise with new vigor and show the general pub­
lic that we have a rightful place in the community, or we 
continue as we are and see our service to the community (and 
we are specially trained to be of real service) unrealized and 
fruitless. 

We have a place in the community, we can be of real value. 
It remains for us to re-establish ourselves. And it will be only 
through our own efforts that we can achieve this. 

- Peter Dobush. 

ONTARIO 
There is a great deal of building of one sort and another 

going on in this province; most of it, of course, is connected 
with the fracas for which we are indebted to the Nazis. It 
includes a large chemical plant in the vicinity of Niagara 
Falls, for the North American Cyanamid, Ltd., and plant 
extensions for the Canadian Westinghouse Co., Li mited, at 
Hamilton. A large hotel is projected for Ottawa; and 
although it is not directly connected with the war, there is 
little doubt that much money earned in war work will be 
spent therein. But perhaps the most interesting item is a 
group of temporary buildings on and near Toronto Island 
Airport, for which a contract has been signed. These are for 
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the Royal Norwegian Air Force! And last, bur by no means 
least, the addition ro me Postal Terminal at Toronto seems 
now ro be definitely headed for complerion-<>r, so cautious 
report has it, virtual completion. This is roo bad, in a way, 
as we were hoping that irs fluctuating fortunes would be good 
for several more issues. However, we defer to no one when 
it comes ro sacrifice in a good cause. 

Architecture is on display this year at the Canadian 
National Exhibition. The Housing Administration of the 
Dominion Government is represented by full-scale houses 
erected our in the grounds, complete with landscaping and 
furnishing; and in the International Building there is an 
exhibit of homes of various types, with their several floors 
arranged on one level for convenience of circulation. This 
has been worked out co-operatively by architects, interior 
decorators, contractors, supply houses and the C.N.E. man­
agement. 

The restoration of the Barnum House at Grafron, near 
Cobourg, provides another example of co-operative effort. 
Derails of the work have been given in a previous issue; 
and the building has now been opened to the public. The 
ceremony was performed by Lieutenant-Governor me Hon. 
Albert Matthews, and was attended by representatives of 
the O.A.A., Architectural Conservancy and other societies 
and trade organizations concerned in the work. 

A well-known member of the O.A.A. sends us a quota­
tion from Hansard, recording part of a speech by Mr. John 
MacNicol, M.P., on the work of architects responsible for 
some of the important government buildings of recent years. 
Mr. MacNicol's remarks were decidedly appreciative and, 
ro a profession which has been none roo well used by pub­
lic men at times, very refreshing indeed; though he prefaced 
them by a couple of sentences which implied some doubts 
as ro rhe wisdom of employing private architects on public 
works. We hope that further study of the buildings ro which 
he paid tribute will convince him that the praCtice is sound, 
from every proper point of view. 

If any of our readers are interested in that fascinating 
game made famous by Drake on Plymouth Hoe, they will 
be glad to know that a ream of architects, skipped by Harold 
Carter, rook second place in the fifth annual rournament of 
the Builder's Exchange, Toronto; defeating the Stone men 
and Builder's Supplies men by handsome margins. Ir rook 
the Metal Lathers, apparently, to hold them ro a drawl 

-Gladstone Evans. 

QUEBEC 
At the August meeting of the Council one of our By-laws 

was revised thereby establishing annual dues for Student 
Associate Members at one dollar. Student Associates have 
rhe privilege of attending all meetings open to the member­
ship bur have no vote and cannot hold office. Our association 
rooms are also open to them daily during business hours. 

We have an excellent library with back numbers and cur­
rem issues of many architectural magazines and also a well 
~urnished meeting room comfortable as any club lounge. It 
IS suggested that more use could be made of the facilities 
provided. 

The following have been added ro our register making 
our membership ro dare 335. 

Marc Cinq-Mars and Alben Leclerc, both graduates of the 
Ecole des Beaux Arts, 1939. John Bland, A.R.l.B.A., gradu­
ate McGill University 1933 and Associate of the R.I.B.A., 
1935. 

We welcome these members ro the Association and trust 
they will soon take an active parr on committees and work 
generally for the good of the profession. 

Apart from the above there is litrle news concerning archi­
tects. There is some speculative building in rhe cities and 

considerable building contemplated or under way in all 
parts of the province for war purposes, but "client inspired" 
construCtion is diminishing rapidly. Architects have, so far, 
been overlooked by the government on any work undertaken 
in this province and unless those in control alter their views 
and actions there may not be many architeCtUral offices open 
a few years from now. Several have already been obliged to 
close their offices and work as draughrsmen producing build­
ings for engineers who have been intrusted with government 
work. 

Many millions of dollars worth of work have been given 
directly to construction companies with draughring services 
included. Governmental bureaus have enlarged their 
draughring room staffs and so have most of the big indus­
tries. Many of meir best men were trained in architects' 
offices in the good old days when archirecrs had work. 

Without intending to rake away one iota of credit from 
the comtacrors and engineers favoured by the government 
nor of casting any reflections on their capacity or efficiency, 
it is glaringly evident to the dullest of us that their sales­
manship is a lot better than ours. 

Ir is true the R.A.I.C. Council placed the services of the 
profession before the government and we all filled out forms 
covering our individual qualifications, but these have evi­
dently already collecred much dust in some pigeon hole. Per­
haps we should have appointed a special standing committee 
ro confer with the departments interested. Perhaps we should 
have sent a delegation of our most suave members (we have 
them) ro lobby for us and tO keep sending them until results 
were obtained. It seems we have been weak on publicity and 
public relations-<>r is there some other inherent weakness 
that causes us tO be overlooked by government and industry 
alike? It is time that our professional bodies rook some 
aggressive action. 

The provincial page is probably not the place for discus­
sion of the merits and defecrs of the profession but mere are 
other pages of the Journal which might be open to the mem­
bers for this purpose and I hope many will follow the excel­
lent example of the A.R.G. (Architectural Research Group) 
who made a contribution ro the August number that should 
give much food for thought. 

- Harold Lawson. 

SASKATCHEWAN 

The death occurred on September 8 in Chilliwack, B.C., 
of Maurice W. Sharon, former Provincial Architect of 
Saskatchewan. Mr. Sharon was born in Sr. Thomas, Ontario, 
where he trained as an architect under the late Neil R. 
Darrach. In 1905, Mr. Sharon came ro Saskatchewan as Geo­
grapher for the newly-formed Saskatchewan Government. 
He was one of the prime movers in the organization of the 
Saskatchewan Association of Architects and was the holder 
of Certificate No. 8. He left the Civil Service in 1908 to 
engage in the practice of Architecture, continuing in prac­
tice until about 1914. During this period, Mr. Sharon de­
signed many large buildings in Regina and the surrounding 
districts. In 1917, Mr. Sharon was appointed Provincial 
Archirecr, which position he held until 1930, when he was 
superannuated and moved to the coast. The largest building 
program of the Saskatchewan Government was carried our 
under the direction of Mr. Sharon. Among the buildings 
built from his plans were Normal Schools at Saskatoon and 
Moose Jaw, Sanitoria at Saskatoon and Prince Albert, Wey­
burn Mental Hospital, Prince Albert Jail and a great many 
court houses in various parts of the province. He is survived 
by his wife and one son in the Army, one son and one daugh­
ter in British Columbia, and one daughter in Ontario. 

Robert F. Duke. 
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You Ask For Data-
You Architects rightly expect your data files to 
supply accurate, useful information-at this time 
on Canadian materials especially. And you are 
prepared to go much further to inform your­
selves on th e materials and technique of build­
ing; we quote parts of a letter from the A.R.G. 
of Montreal in the August issue of the JOURNAL: 

"There is also the actual technique of building. There 
are many details ... to be improved to meet Canadian 
requirements ... Our major cities should each have a 
building centre ... which would not only display 
various building materials ... but which would 
support a research bureau ... to supply technical 
in/ormation ... " 

The W HITE PINE BUREAU is in whole­
h earted agreement with this project; indeed we 
are p roud to be able to point to many occasions 
on which we assisted in the supply of material 
for examination and testing by research authori­
ties large and small, and we intend to extend 
this service to whatever serious and permanent 
building research station may require aid. 

In addition we have endeavoured to publish 
such information on grades and u ses of White 
Pine as the Arch itect may require. In order to 
ensure the regular publication of such data in a 
uniform format, and to acquaint all wh o specify 
or supply Timber with the possibilities (and 
limitations) of Canada's primary building ma­
terial, th e WHITE PINE BUREAU, in affiliation 
with the Canadian H ardwood Bureau, the Lum­
ber and Timber Association of Ontario, and the 
Canadian Lumbermen's Association, are pleased 
to present this month 

Volume One, Number One of 

TIMBER 
0 F CANADA 

Architects who wish to receive 
copies regularly are asked to 
apply on their firm letterhead to 

TIMBER 
OF CANADA 

38 KING STREET WEST, TORONTO 

WHITE PINE BUREAU 
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Lloyd 
Doors 

• 
{or over 

kaf{a 
centurlj 

• 
r7\ , l .... J./estqn . 

Years of experience and the knowledge gained through 
specialization makes possible the faithful reproduction of 
original designs. 
Faultless construction by skilled workmen from carefully 
selected materials assures lasting satisfaction through 
years of service. 

Special plans and designs exemted 
to exact specifications. 

C. LLOYD & SON LIMITED 
WINGHAH ONTARIO 

TORONTO OFFICE : 81-83 ST. NICHOLAS ST. 

Miami 
Bathroom 
Cabinets 

Klnp dale 4 156 

Model 
400 CF 

with Torch 
Light 

Brackets 

Bathroom Cabinet Beauty 
Need Not Be Costly! 

A most attractive, popular and low-priced model for apart­
ments, homes and cottages. Chrome-plated or black enamel 
frame--British or Belgian, crystal or plate mirror- two adjust 
able bulb edge glass shelves. Size 16" x 22". Available with 
or without torch light brackets. T he Miami line includes a 
wide range of extremely attractive bathroom fixtures. 

W rite for complete catalog and prices. 

LADORE & COMPANY 
LIMITED 

WALKERVILLE, ONTARIO 
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