




























ture. Architecture is also a means to an end, even to 
those who are not "directly" concerned. 

The role of the individual. particularly the creative 
artist and most assuredly the architects in a democrati
ca11y "planned" society, is a vital issue if we are to con
tribute coherently and �~�o�n�s�t�r�u�c�t�i�v�e�l�y� to the "reconstruc
tion of man". 

On this side of the Atlantic and in many other parts of 
the world, we have as yet to develop anything compara
ble to the Swedish "experiment" or the Town and 
Country Planning Act of Britain. Only on a compara
tively smaller scale has anything been attempted but 
these may be just as indicative as to the failure or success 
of an architectural solution. The cause for the lack of 
advancement in this regard are one and many and 
peculiar to a particular region. Whether a plan is instiga
ted for political expedience, as many have insisted that 
the Tennessee Valley Authority is such, or for fear of 
aggression as the growth of such towns as Chalk River 
in Canada and Oak Ridge in the United States and others 
relegated to the search for and production of atomic 
weapons indicate, as yet it seems the necessity has not 
become apparent to force the people, or the authorities, 
or the architects to be conscious enough to realize that 
their contribution to-day may be the obstacles of 
to-morrow. 

Generally speaking we do not like what we have in
herited from our immediate ancestors, yet we commit a 
comparable if not a greater transgression. We are re
luctant to learn in all fields. It seems the architectural 
lessons derivative from experiences not only in other 
countries where the cost to us has been relatively small 
in a sense but from those in our immediate vicinity where 
the cost has been more than great are only for academic 
consideration. It is unfortunate that as yet we have not 
enough sociologists who can present social statistics so 
that planners can readily understand and convert the 
social requirements more coherently and "concretely" 
in a plan. On the other hand it is just as unfortunate that 
architects are as yet not prepared to balance and pro
portion those human and social values that are essential 
in an architectural solution as adeptly as they balance 
and proportion color, texture, space, solids and voids. 

In Canada, our metropolitan centres have not inherited 
the confusion of a "historical" city such as London, Rome 
and others in Europe; nor have they reached that ex
treme complexity of the American examples, such as 
New York. Chicago, St. Louis and others. Then we have 
been spared the type of development exemplified by 
Birmingham, Liverpool. Sheffield, Pittsburgh where the 
material requirements of the Industrial Age resulted in 
many inhuman environments. Also we have as yet to 
go through the social conditions that prevailed in Sweden 
that necessitated in the vast social reforms that we now 
see translated in architectural form. Furthermore, we 
have as yet to arrive at that stage of over-population, of 
over-exploitation of an industry, or lack of natural re
sources; an unfortunate physical condition that demand
ed the comprehensive legislation in the form of the 
Town and Country Planning Act in Britain. 

BUT it must be realized that our existing physical con
ditions and proposals if left without directives will 
unnecessarily lead us through those confusions, and 

complexities and other chaotic conditions that we have 
thus far been spared. The confusion of an out-dated 
street system is potentially existent in our larger cities. 
The canyon-like streets and the complexity of traffic 
systems are already existent to a degree in most cities 
and have already necessitated in one eastern Canadian 
city to resort to the installation of a costly sub-way 
system. Torontonians may take pride in the fact that they 
will have the first sub-way system in Canada; the engi
neers and architects may take pride in the efficient 
solution that they have provided BUT it is imperative, 
that the architects and planners appreciate the causes 
that lead to these expensive compromises which in the 
long run are still temporary in its solution, and must act 
so that others will not have to resort to these same ex
pensive means. With the proposed increases in popula
tion for the economic stability of the country advocated 
by many politicians and statesmen, it is essential that any 
architectural solutions or proposals be flexible enough 
to accommodate any changes that accompany such a 
move. There should be no need for the vast. complex and 
expensive machinery such as the Town and Country 
Planning Act of Britain which, regardless of how under
standing it is in regards to rights of property, expression, 
etc., will be a hindrance through its very complexity. It 
should and would be only necessary to install the frame 
work of such an Act with all the flexibility needed if 
policies of physical planning are stated now. 

In the field of housing a forward step has already been 
made. A corporate body such as the Central Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation do assist the private citizen and 
promote and make possible the "personal" solution to 
the housing problem but so far in most cases the archi
tectural solutions leave much to be desired. It seems the 
architects and the several local level of officials have as 
yet to realize that the means presented are based on 
human values and abuse of these have led to unneces
sary sacrifice on the part of the individual housebuilder 
in more ways than just financially. 

If we want architecture in Canada we must not only 
ask for that measure of freedom that surmounts the 
necessary, the calculable, and the economic but help to 
form planning policies that will preserve these freedoms 
at least to the degree we have them now if not more. 
And then it is most essential that we do not abuse those 
architectural principles and make the best use of the 
present means. The architectural profession as a body 
should be in a position to suggest positively, precisely 
and in understandable terms the requirements for the 
creating of the necessary human milieu in the Canadian 
scene. 

So long as we are not prepared to suggest and answer 
positively and supply the necessary solution, the public 
and the administrators will be justified in substituting 
the American concept. or the Swedish concept, or the 
French Beaux Arts concept even as we are now being 
drafted for the plan of Ottawa. The "Palais de Chaillot" 
may be a part of that spirit of Paris but it should have 
no place in the Canadian scene unless it too is derivative 
of those fundamental needs and expressions of the 
Canadian people. Architecture has more than a surface 
value and should play its part reflectively and con
structively and truthfully. 
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NEWS F R 0 M 

TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE R.A.I.C. 
Re: Refugee Specialists 

At the Annual Assembly at Winnipeg I was permitted 
to say a few words about the arrangements made by the 
International Refugee Organization for bringing Refugee 
Specialists to Canada. 

There was a good deal of interest in what I had to say, 
and it was suggested that I should convey the informa
tion to the members as a whole by an article in the 
R.A.I.C. Journal. I have not found time to write this 
article, so I am passing on the information by means of 
this letter. 

In generaL the immigration of Displaced Persons 
to Canada has been based on healthy young men 
and women coming in under contract as labourers 
and domestic servants, respectively. The "Specialist" 
scheme is concerned, basically, with middle aged men 
and women with specialized technical training, who are 
not fitted for heavy manual work. 

Among the D.P's. eligible for the new scheme are a 
number of Architects, many of them with established 
reputations, who are willing and anxious to come to 
Canada or some other non-European country, to work as 
draughtsmen or in any other capacity, for which they are 
qualified. I had with me in Winnipeg a photostat of the 
dossier of a middle aged Polish Architect with a most 
impressive list of academic and architectural achieve
ments, and there are many more of similar calibre. 

It has been suggested that to bring such people to 
Canada would take employment away from Canadians. 
I do not altogether agree with this, because Canada is 
not likely to get more than 20 or 30 of these men (I 
believe there were only about 185 on the list last Feb
ruary), and we all know how difficult it is to find 
experienced draughtsmen in Canada. Young graduates 
are a splendid acquisition to any office, but a sprinkling 
of experienced men is most necessary. 

Full particulars of the procedure to be followed to 
bring one of these men to Canada may be had from the 
International Refugee Organization, 143 Main Street, 
Hull, P.Q., but the main points are these:-

1. If you want a man, I.R.O. will send you dossiers of a 
few suitable applicants. 

2. If you select a man and he accepts your terms, he will 
be delivered to you without cost. 

3. You must undertake to keep him employed for one 
year, and find living accommodation for him and his 
family. 

I believe that this plan is a splendid way not only of 
relieving real hardship in Europe, but also of enriching 
Canada with people of good character, proved loyalty, 
and high technical ability. I have close personal knowl
edge of two D.P's. of this type, and I have had no 
hesitation in submitting my application for an Architect 
D.P. to the I.R.O. at Hull. 

One other point. All D.P's. listed as "Refugee 
Specialists" are carefully screened by the I.R.O. and by 
Canadian Health and Immigration Officials as to their 
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health, character, professional skill, and political affilia
tions. 

If you are interested, will you please write to I.R.O., 
HulL for further particulars? 

Yours sincerely, 

S. P. Birley 

ALBERTA 

There has been some discussion in Edmonton recently, 
of a friendly but somewhat inconclusive sort. concerning 
the relationship of the architect and the engineer. The 
question was originally raised by the refusal of the city 
inspector's office to issue building permits for two 
extensive industrial buildings because the plans sub
mitted did not bear the signature of a registered archi
tect. The Alberta Architects Act requires that any 
building exceeding the cost of ten thousand dollars must 
have plans prepared by or in consultation with a 
registered architect. A separate clause provides that the 
Act does not apply to a professional engineer where the 
practice of such person is confined to engineering. 

In the particular cases that raised the discussion the 
plans were submitted by the company which was to 
construct the buildings and who had employed a 
registered engineer in the design of the structure. Some 
architectural assistance had also been made use of. The 
firm was willing to conform to the law and the cases were 
settled to the satisfaction of the civic authorities. The 
general principles involved still give matter for con
sideration as to the distinctive spheres of the architect 
and the engineer. In legal cases in Quebec and in British 
Columbia it seems that it has been ruled that a "building" 
is any structu~e having walls and a roof. This would 
leave roads, railways and bridges to engineers as having 
neither walls nor roofs and consisting chiefly of floors. 
Such structures as fire-outlooks and power pylons also 
are purely engineering works. But factories, power 
stations and other works in which the major operations 
may be of a highly scientific nature would still be build
ings and therefore works of architecture. It is perhaps 
natural that a structural engineer should fail to see why 
architects should have anything to say in such cases. 
Neither architects nor the general public can accept this 
view, for such structures loom largely in the public eye 
and' their appearance becomes a matter of public con
cern. Thus, when Battersea power station was designed, 
Sir Giles Gilbert Scott was appointed architect. Town 
planning, which is more and more becoming recognised 
as a civic necessity, is also concerned in the matter. 
Structural requirements may be fulfilled without that 
regard to scenic appearance or to aesthetic satisfaction 
which is desirable. Over these it is right that the public 
should place some controlling influence. It is not suffi
ciently clearly recognised that architecture does not 
consist in the addition of adornment but in the organiza
tion of the whole work of co-ordinating the many skills 
and scientific operations involved in modern buildings 
and of which the structural engineering is just one. 
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This opens up another question which is developing 
importance. Just when our architectural schools are 
turning out graduates of more specialised training in 
considerable numbers, they are also turning out 
graduates more highly trained in structural engineering, 
in heating and ventilating, in electrical and lighting 
sciences and in others that are involved in buildings and 
all tending to become more complex. Many of these 
graduates are being employed in architects' offices as 
assistants. Some become partners in architectural firms. 
A number, however, are ambitious to carry on work on 
their own and are appealing to architects to place their 
problems with them. For this there is probably a more 
limited sphere. Indeed, qualified structural engineers 
probably more often engage in carryin9 out structural 
work as contractors. 

There is a considerable analogy between the relation
ship of the architect to the various engineering specialists 
and that of the general medical practitioner and the 
surgeons and the many specialists in the medical pro
fession. Up to a point the general practitioner and the 
architect handle all sorts of cases. At what point spe
cialists are called in must depend partly on the special 
ability of the practitioner and partly on the availability 
of specialists with the required training. 

Cecil S. Burgess 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

It will be remembered that we announced nearly a 
year ago that Mr. W. E. Fleury had been in contact with 
two friends in Europe, one Mr. Gunnar Krohn, in Den
mark, and the other, Mr. Allert Warners, in Holland, and 
that these two gentlemen had agreed to assume the 
tremendous responsibility of collecting photographs, 
drawings and articles descriptive of the architecture of 
their countries. The Danish issue appeared in August, 
1949, and it is with great pleasure that we bring out 
this issue on Holland. Canadian architects, who saw 
service in the Netherlands in the last war, will look with 
pleasure at the evidence of a revived building industry, 
and of new faith and courage on the part of Dutch 
architects. The Editorial Board wishes to express its pro
found gratitude to Mr. Warners and his colleagues for 
the interest they have taken in this issue. 

Editor 

THE DECEMBER RESIDENTIAL ISSUE 

Mr. Henry Fliess has kindly consented to act as 
organizer of the December issue on Domestic Architec
ture in Canada. The Editorial Board would be greatly 
obliged if members would send in photographs of 
houses, which they consider suitable, either through 
their local editorial board representative, as in British 
Columbia, or direct to Mr. Fliess, care of the Journal 
Office. It is imperative that material reach Mr. Fliess not 
later than September 15th. Between that date and October 
lst. which is the publisher's dead line, photographs have 
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to be selected and plans of buildings made. The Editorial 
Board would be greatly appreciative of your efforts to 
accelerate the work of this issue. 

Editor 

NEWS 

We note with pleasure the announcement in the press 
that Mr. Earle L. Sheppard, of Toronto, was given a 
Design Award by the Society of the Plastics Industry in 
Toronto. Mr. Sheppard is the inventor of a building 
material known as Bloxolite, a light weight plastic trans
parent block 7% inches square with a molded ribbed 
face. 

PARTNERSHIP WANTED 

Architect, M.R.A.I.C., 25 years' sound experience, 
desires to contact architect or firm with view to acquir
ing a partnership in general or specialized practice. 
Address: Journal, 57 Queen Street West. Toronto. 

BOOK REVIEWS 
CATHEDRALS AND HOW THEY WERE BUILT 

By D. H. S. Cranaqe 
Published by The Macmillan Company of Canada Limited, 70 Bond 

St., Toronto. Price $2.50. 

This is a little book of 37 pages on the basic structural 
problems of Gothic architecture with a few remarks on 
domes thrown in for good measure. It is well written, 
and fully illustrated, and has a pleasant format. Dean 
Cranage is an old hand at this business, and has produced 
a book which is ideal for the student and professor of 
the history of architecture. For others, if you like this 
sort of thing, here it is. 

Anthony Adamson 

ASSOCIATE COMMITTEE ON THE 
NATIONAL BUILDING CODE 

NOTICE 

On behalf of the Associate Committee on the National 
Building Code, I wish to inform you that the following 
documents are now out of print and that no further 
printings will be made: 

NRC No. 1536- "A Building Code for Smaller Munici
palities". 

NRC No. 1753- "Code du B&timent L'Usage des Petites · 
Municipalites". 

A new document containing very much the same 
material. but re-arranged, illustrated, and printed in 
pocket size will be published later in the year under the 
title "A code for Dwelling Construction for buildings 
housing one or two families". It is anticipated that this 
document will also be made available in French at an 
early date. 

You will be notified when these new documents have 
been printed. 

DAVID WOLOCHOW, 

Secretary, Associate Committee. 
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