















































work must have been considerable through the years. As a de-
legate to the RAIC and as Chairman of the Quebec Committee
of the RAIC Journal, he was especially active travelling fre-
quently between Montreal and Toronto for a period of five
years in the pursuit of his duties. The benefits derived from Mr
Turcotte’s activities cannot be over-rated.

Mr Turcotte has been equally diligent in the exercise of his
profession where he has been eminently successful as an archi-
tect for many schools, bank buildings, parochial buildings,
hospitals and other works. The Medal of Merit could not be
bestowed at this time on any one more worthy than Mr Edward
J. Turcotte.”

Dr. Hazelgrove, on behalf of Mr Turcotte and himself,
thanked the President and the Council briefly, in both English
and in French, in the gracious manner with which we are all
familiar, for the high honour conferred upon them on this
occasion,

Sketch of Laval’s new Medical Centre

On the way home, I spent a very pleasant day in Montreal
beginning with breakfast with a friend in the Mount Stephen
Club. Prof. Hitchcock’s monumental work on Victoria archi-
tecture in England includes nothing so luxurious as the former
home of the first Lord Mount Stephen. Beside it, the York Club
in Toronto presents an interior of almost puritan severity. It
is two years since I saw Montreal, and many changes have
taken place — the most striking, of course, being the presence
of the new Queen Elizabeth Hotel where the RAIC will meet
in June.

A sad sight to see is the newly cleaned Windsor Hotel which
stands stark in its shivering nakedness against the January
wind. I have expressed myself before in the Journal on the
cleaning of old buildings. If I had any lingering doubts that
I was wrong, they were removed by the appearance of the
Windsor Hotel. One finds oneself turning away from it as
from some rather personal traged{ that was not meant for
public gaze. Despite the over-zealous scrubbing which this
famous building has undergone, it is good to know that the
recent fire damage will soon be completely repaired and the
Windsor will be back to normal as one of the most enduring
and stalwart centres of hospitality in Montreal.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sth Annual Meeting of the Royal Australian Institute of
Architects, April 14th to 18th, 1958, Perth, Western
Australia.

Brussels Exhibition, Belgium (theme—"“The Unity of Man-
kind”), April 17th to October 17th, 1958.

1958 Annual Assembly of the Royal Architectural
Institute of Canada, Queen Elizabeth Hotel, Mont-
real, June 11th to 141h.

1958 Annual Convention of the American Institute of
Architects, Hotel Cleveland, Cleveland, Ohio, July Tth
to 11th.

February 1958

MANITOBA

A luncheon meeting of the association was held on Monday,
January 27th, at which Mr Paul Rudolf, head of the Archi-
tectural School of Yale University, was guest of honor. Mr
Rudolf was brought to Winnipeg by the MAA Lectureship
fund and gave two lectures to the students and architects dur-
ing his brief stay. On February 10th students and architects
heard Mr J. G. Watts speak on Building Appraisals. The An-
nual Dinner of the Association is to be held at the Royal Alex-
ander Hotel on March 1st and at this dinner Mr Louis Kahn
of Yale University will be guest speaker.

Progress is being made by a committee headed by Mr M.
Mitchener in the study of the clarification and revision of the
Association schedule of Charges and Renumerations. A good
discussion, by the committee, has been held with a group of
representatives from several architectural firms and it is hoped
that the committee can now formulate a rough draft of their
suggestions.

The Competition for the new Winnipeg City Hall is still in
the offing. The latest report from City Council is that a sum of
$60,000.00 has been earmarked for prizes and expenses but
the date and type of competition are yet to be decided. Pro-
fessor J. A. Russell, Dean of the School of Architecture, Uni-
versity of Manitoba has been appointed professional advisor
to the Competition Committee by the Winnipeg City Council.

Due to the record mild weather conditions that Manitoba
has enjoyed to date, winter construction has been very success-
ful. Co-operation between owner, architect and contractor has
resulted in the starting of many construction projects large and
small in an effort to lower the seasonal unemployment. Some
multi-million dollar schemes underway include: the Assina-
boine Downs Race Track, Great West Life Building, Canadian
Pacific Railway Office Building, International Harvester Build-
ing, Income Tax Building and various others.

Architects, especially the senior members of the Association
were sorry to hear of the sudden passing away, on January
29th, of Mr Edgar Prain, one time president and councillor
of the Association. Mr Prain had practiced in Winnipeg since
his coming to Canada from Scotland in 1904 until 1954 when
a heart condition forced him to restrict his activities. During
his lifetime Mr Prain has contributed immensely to the ad-
vancement of the architectural profession and the status of
the architect in Winnipeg. We have lost a prodigiously ethical
and prudent friend whose example few could equal.

J. T. L. Ward

ONTARIO

As mpwvibuars and as a body, we architects direct much
criticism toward the chaotic appearance of our Canadian cities,
but our protests seem to reveal that we feel helpless to do any-
thing about it. We may as well admit that we have had little
influence upon our governing bodies in this respect — but per-
haps our local lawmakers could not do the impossible and re-
main in office. The appearance of our towns and cities goes
deeper than politics: it goes back to the settlement of America.

Our present city planning was determined in a pioneer
period. In a new country, all must work. With the perpetual
expansion into virgin territory and with the constantly increas-
ing number of small land and business owners, no ruling class
could develop in North America. This unique factor deter-
mined a new social order which has maintained America as
the “New World”. The challenge of new problems in a new
country and the absence of a ruling class fostered a continent
of individualists who, in city planning, will take another few
generations to co-operate for the common good.

What can we do with our cities now — in our own genera-
tion? The greatest number of buildings in the older downtown
sections appear to have been built by an age that believed only
the front elevation of a building was ever seen. These buildings
are located on the obvious gridiron street plan — because there
was no town planning to decide otherwise. The modern down-
town office worker’s horizon is limited to both sides of the
street which he hurries along to reach his “facade building”.
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NEW
BUILDINGS

in five Canadian cities show versatility
of structural concrete

Structural concrete is one of the most versatile and
economical of modern construction materials. Reinforced
concrete frame and floor construction permits greater
flexibility of design, is adaptable to contemporary archi-
tectural styles, and in competitive bidding has shown
savings up to 259%.

For all your concrete work, specify “Canada Cement”.
Expert technical service is always available through any of
the offices listed below. These offices will also be pleased
to supply you with technical literature on concrete con-
struction and design.

Structure: Benvenulo
Apartments, Toronto, Ont.
Architects: Page & Steele
Cons, Structural Engineers:
Hooper & Yolles

General Contractor: L S. Yolles

Structure: The Financial
Building, Edmaonton, Alta.
Architect: C. T. Larrington

Consulting Engineers:

C. C. Parker—Whittaker &
Associates

General Contractor: Mannix
Limited

Structure: The Huron and Erie
Corporation and The Canada
Trust Company Building,
Winnipeg, Man.

Architects and Engineers:
Moody and Moore

Contractor: Commonwealth
Construction Co. Ltd.

Structure: The Forty-Three
Hundred, Westmount, Que.
Architect: Ian Martin
Consulting Architect:
Maxwell M. Kalman
Structural Engineer:

Irving S, Backler

General Contractor:

Louis Donalo Ine.

Canada Cement Company Limited m”\
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CANADA CEMENT BUILDING, FHILLIPS SQUARE, MONTREAL &Q:, _,"!é,v
SALES OFFICES, MONCTON, QUEBEC, MONTREAL OTTAWA, TORCNTO, WINNIPEG, REGINA, CALGARY, EDMONTON L

Structure: New Federal Building. Regina, Sask.
Architect: A, E. Gardner, Department of Public Works
Consulting Engineers: Cowin & Co. Ltd.

General Contractor: Smith Bros. & Wilson Ltd,
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