








sinkol IARAHEX* LOUVERS' New Parabolic Construction

When the PARAHEX Louver is used in its metalized finish
and is installed in fixtures and/or luminous ceilings, it
controls the lamp brightness so well that it is sometimes
difficult to distinguish whether or not the lamps are actu-
ally lighted — yet the PARAHEX Louver may be providing
a maximum of illumination levels.

The new PARAHEX Louver offers new applications in light-
ing design and adds new functional beauty to lighting
installations. :

Not only is the PARAHEX a new advancement in lighting

SINKI(

1801 St. James Street West

VISUAL

comfort, but it is also an outstanding achievement in the
field of plastic molding. In the PARAHEX, Sinko has again
proven its ability to meet the challenge of molding the
unusual. :

PARAHEX Louvers are available in one piece, nominal 2
ft. by 4 ft. panels, in either translucent white Polystyrene,
specular and satin aluminum vacuum plated metalized
finishes, and in Acrylic, either translucent white or crystal
clear. PARAHEX cell dimensions are 1/2” high x 3/8" x
9/16" with 45° x 45° shielding. '

We invite you to write today for design samples and engineering data sheets.

Montreal, Quebec

#Manufactured under License from General Electric Company Pat, No. 2971083


































CITIES IN THE SUBURBS, by
Humphrey Carver. University of
Torontd Press. 120 pages. §4.95.

Mr Carver is chairman of the Advisory
Group at Central Mortgage and Hous-
ing and the vice-president of the Town
Planning Institute of Canada. He is the
author of many articles on housing and
community planning. His last contribu-
tion to the Journal, “Housing/ A Search
For Focus”, appeared in the October
issue, page 59. In this article he out-
lined the concepts expressed in Cities
In The Suburbs.

RITTEN WITH A sympathetic wit

for the human lot—"arm-in-arm
rather than bumper to bumper”—and
with an imaginative perception — Le
Corbusier’s sky-scrapers with “their
shadows cast on an infinite Bois de
Boulogne™ — this book makes an inter-
esting and potentially important con-
tribution to planning techniques in
Canada.

The Technique

The basic idea is that public corpora-
tions should be set up to buy sites for
future suburban town centres before
the tide of development makes this
impossible. The land for these centres
would be held in trust for the future
local authority, that is the people of the
area, until the time for development
had arrived. The trust authority would
then direct the process of building the
centre, and would eventually hand it
over to the new municipality.

Humphrey Carver sees these trust
authorities operating much in the same
way as the new town corporations in
Britain, but differing in that only the
central area would be the concern of
the corporation, and its development
would be by a partnership of govern-
mental and private agencies.

This proposal is in line with the
established pattern of joint federal, pro-
vincial, and municipal action in Canada
in the field of urban affairs and might
therefore have a chance of sympathetic
consideration on the political level. By
concentrating on the non-residential
uses of land in the suburbs it would
steer clear of the problem of subsidy
for residential use, and thereby might
help to cut the knot that at present
makes it virtually impossible for us to
start new towns in Canada—to accom-
modate a full cross section of our so-

20

ciety, perhaps 25% or more of the
housing units require some form of
subsidy.

The most serious obstacle to using
the idea might well be how to decide
where the new centre sites are to be.
It would be useless to select and hold
in trust rural sites acquired on a hap-
hazard basis in the hope that urban de-
velopment would eventually catch up
with them. Any system of pre-selecting
sites for centre purposes would depend
on a planning jurisdiction stretching
far beyond the present urban limits.
This could only work if there is effec-
tive regional planning for the hinter-
land of the existing city. Such regional
planning would imply vigorous action
at provincial level, and in the case of
major agglomerations could hardly be
envisaged without policies for urbani-
zation and population distribution at
national level.

Whatever the difficulties, it would be
extremely interesting to see this idea
tried. The experiment of a public trust
allied to the endeavours of private
enterprise, gathering together the pub-
lic parts of the suburb, could not fail to
bring us new knowledge about cities.
One would have liked to have seen
more space in the book devoted to the
details of the idea. How would the
planning jurisdiction be arranged? How
would the trust corporation be com-
posed? How would the technique be
used to deal with the intractable prob-
lem of controlling the extent and direc-
tion of urban growth?

The Suburban Centre

The chapter describing the town
centres is written with verve and ima-
gination. I read it twice with pleasure.
Humphrey Carver has imagined a place
sympathetically and has succeeded in
transmitting his pleasure in it to the
reader. With great restraint he gives no
diagram but relies on the fact that
words, by forcing the reader to spend
time in imaginative effort, can often
gain a better foothold in the memory
than any drawing.

The centre described consists of four
parts, each being a cluster of buildings
around an open space. There is the
market square, used for retail business,
lounging and outdoor amusements.
Second, there is the library, art gallery,
auditorium group, which is linked with
the schools. Third comes the govern-
mental square with the municipal build-

ing and professional offices. And
fourth, a kind of church campus, set
somewhat apart from the others, but
still part of the town centre.

The Philosophy

The whole idea depends on accept-
ing the view that suburbs need centres
in which the shops, the schools, the
auditorium, the municipal offices and
the churches are concentrated. Does
this look like our old friend central
congestion spawning itself all over the
urban region? Is there sense in school
children, office workers and shopkeep-
ers all moving in the same direction at
the same time every morning? Do the
churches want to be grouped together?
Why does education, formal and in-
formal, have to be located near the
market place?

A drawing by Zoltan Kiss from page 10 of
Cities In The Suburbs.

The last chapter of the book, “The
End Is Excellence”, should be read in
conjunction with the chapter which de-
scribes the town centres. The author
charges that our society is exchanging
excellence for a democratic mediocrity
and claims that our lives do not revolve
around the steel and glass sky-scrapers
of the CBD. “These are part of the effi-
cient systematic commercialized city
but they are not concerned with the
meaning of life itself. . . . so they have
neither true artistic expression nor true
excellence. Their neutrality, anonymity
and conformism are part of the serv-

1]

1ce.

Yet the image of the town centre de-
scribed might be attacked precisely
along the line that it is just another con-
formism. *“If the churches have any
meaning and place at all . . . they must
claim a position at the heart of every

Journal RAIC, January 1963



